Tom Kovac

Tom Kovac, from Melhourne & Venice Biennale.

Venice, Italy from 8 September until 3 November 2002
Venice Biennale 2002 — 8" International Architecture Exhibition - NEXT

Tom Kovac, internationally recognised and
acclaimed architect and RMIT lecturer, will
exhibit in three areas of this year’s prestigious
international architecture exhibition — The
Venice Biennale. The exhibition will be held at
the historical site of the Giardini di Castello and
the Arsenalearea, Venice, Italy from 8 September
until 3 November 2002.
His innovative works, to be displayed in an
international arena of excellence in architecture
and design, have all been developed within
RMIT’s Interactive Information Institute (I-
cubed), using the latest advanced software
systems in digital modelling and in the Spatial
Information Architecture Laboratory (SIAL)
where the physical model of hisAlessi prototype
was manufactured using the latest technol ogy.
Theexhibition entitled “NEXT” will present over
130 individua projects by leading international
architects including Frank O. Gehry, Rem
Koolhaas and Jean Nouvel, and by other young,
emerging talent all selected by the director Deyan
Sudjic and aninternational panel of critics. NEXT
will alow the unique opportunity to explore the
shape of architecture around the world in the
decade to come. It will be divided into sections;
each of which will be dedicated to a particular
form of construction or architectural theme:
Housing, Museums, Transport (Communications), Education,
Skyscrapers (Towers), the Workplace (Work), Shops (Shopping),
Freetime (Performance), Public and Religious sites (Church/State),
Town plans (Masterplans).

Kovac was invited by Deyan Sudjic to exhibit, in the
Education section of NEXT, his design for the proposed Digital
Design Gallery, commissioned by RMIT University for the Digital
Design Precinct, a proposed collaboration between RMIT and the
State Government of Victoria. The exhibit comprises both the
digital modellings and physical model of the project, developed
within RMIT’s Interactive Information Institute (I-cubed). The
sub-terrain structure was designed to be a centre of excellence to
showcase contemporary architecture and design and the latest in
digital technology.

In the US Pavilion, Giardini di Castello, Kovac, the first

Australian architect to have been invited to exhibit in the US
Pavilion, will be exhibiting his design for the New World Trade
Center. The design proposal was unveiled earlier this year at Max
Protetch Gallery in Manhattan, New York, along with the designs
of other influential names in international architecture including
Daniel Libeskind, Michael Graves and Zaha Hadid.
Explaining his work, Kovac says, “Digital technologies are
profoundly impacting on all aspects of culture, and thishas adirect
response on how these new tools are used, and how they are
transforming urbanism, and the notion of cities themselves. In our
work we recognise that architecture and cities are process oriented
fluid environments, which areredefining our lives, and our thoughts
about conception of the environment.”

Created at RMIT University’s Interactive Information
Ingtitute (I-cubed), using advanced software systems. Kovac and
his team mapped the complex organisational and human
interrel ationships of the previous World Trade Center, into dynamic
spiralling inclining spatial interfaces, which challenges
conventional geometrical definitions. Tom Kovac explains the
scheme as“A continuing changing surface, al of which is unique
in its shape and size and endless in its variation There is an
interaction between complex raw data of the previous WTC
complex, its thousands of victims and its re-articulation into new
spatial potentials which are now opening possibilities in
architecture. The project proposes a public response that is not
monolithic but israther permeated with public space and programs
at its base. Our aim was to create a memoria to loss so that the
memories being honoured are retained and kept alive long after
the events of September 11 pass into history.”

Within the Italian Pavilion, Giardini di Castello, Kovac's
design for the Alessi Teaand Coffee Piazza 2002 collection will be
launched together with 19 other internationally renowned
architects’ designs commissioned by the Italian innovative
manufacturer Alessi. Other designers and architects of the range
include Jean Nouvel, Herzog de Meuron and Rem Koolhaas. The
exhibition of prototypes aims to explore future design scenarios
and possibilities, proposing the synergies and rel ati onshi ps between
architecture and industrial design through experimental methods,
styles and forms. The fina collection will be launched in New
York in April 2003.
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Dr. Linenger, aswe Slovenianswith whom
you share your roots contemplate your
unique accomplishments in space, Yuri
Gagarin’s anecdote inevitably comes to
mind. When asked about his experience
in space, he responded that God was no-
where to be seen. What were your own
feelings up there?

When looking down at earth from the heav-
ens - there was no doubt, absolutely none,
that it was the work of our Creator. God is
everywhere. | might add that my Russian
crewmates had some religious icons with
them, and | feel that they felt the same way
that | did.

Your book, Off the Planet, is full of sus-
pense, asyou vividly describeadventures
that very few, if any, persons have ever
experienced. Why did you decidetowrite
thisbook?

Mainly, so that | could leave something be-
hind for my children; so that they know
what their dad stood for, what | sacrificed,
andwhat | believein. | keep achest for each
of my four children. In each one is a copy
of the book inscribed with a very personal
note to them. It is my way of being able to
leave something behind for them...

Among the questions| should ask isalso
the classical one, Why did you become
an astronaut and how isit possibleto be-
comean astronaut? What would be your
advice to the youngsterswho look at the
astronauts with such great admiration?

Basically, | always wanted to be an astro-
naut - starting when | was achild at 14 and
watching human beings up on the Moon. |
said, wow! | want to do that someday. To
any youngster: just study hard, giveit your
best - and somehow things fall into place.

if you are serious about going to space - |
would recommend taking plenty of math
and science coures in school.

It'swell known that wenewsmen areusu-
ally very curious people. Does it seem to
you that curiosity isalso one of the essen-
tial traits which a person must have in
order to beenticed into space adventures
such asyours? What else is needed?

Curiosity isagreat motivator—and is prob-
ably the characteristic that dominates my
personality. Go out there and explore! Try
new things! Other good traits to have are
self discipline, the ability to finish what you
start, and of course, good health and eye-
sight. When things get rough, as they did
throughout my mission on Mir, faithinyour
own abilities and faith in God help to get
you through the days...
Knowledge which you so ardently accu-
mulated by studying medicine and so
many other fields, was probably very
helpful to you. You yoursdlf also discuss
in your book the psychic and physical
condition which is indispensable for an
astronaut. Wasréigion, too, helpful in the
prepar ation and execution of such an ex-

|

ceptional feat as your space flight?

My faith was very important to me. Also
knowing that people back on earth were
praying for me,pulling for me, keeping me
in their thoughts. | actually had a tape of a
Mass that was offered up for me in Florida
just before my launch. | was able to play
the tape every Sunday morning and in a
sense “go to church.” What better place?
Up in the heavens, close to God, and cel-
ebrating Mass. | am a very fortunate per-
son...

Intheyearswhen you wer e getting ready
for your callingasan astronaut, you were
also establishing your family. Your writ-
ingreflectsavery great lovefor your wife
and children. Whence this exemplary
dedication ? What does the family and
parenting mean to you? Your book also
contains letters which you wrote from
spacetoyour son John. What did you wish

Aninterview with Jerry Linenger, american astronaut

to particularly impress by such commu-
nication?

You know, even after all of my great adven-
tures off the planet - | realize more than
ever that the most important thing in lifeis
family. You do not need to blast off in a
rocket in order to participate in the greatest
thrill in life: watching your own children
progress. As far as the letters to my son: to
be honest, there were times that | was not
sure that | would be making it back home
(during the onboard fire for example). |
wanted my boy to know what | thought of
him, that | loved him, and would always be
watching over him no matter what.

Welaymen imaginethat spaceflightsare
the most carefully programed activities
intheworld. Yet, whileyou werein touch
with a different way of thinking in Rus-
sia and then during your adventure on
Mir you were also confronted by various
human errors, shortcomings, and difficul-
ties. Did you think about various human
frailties, shortcomings, prejudices, or
downright viciousness while in space?
What could be done to combat them?

Yes, we do have our frailties - but | can tell
you, God gave us two great blessings that
allow usto overcomeany difficulty: the abil-
ity to adapt and change, and the ability to
rise to any occasion, given a passion for
what you are doing. | learned a lot about
my frailties up there—I have never felt so
isolated and cut off in my life—but | also
learned that there is something within each
of us that allows us to overcome any
obstacle,any hardship...

What was the hardest thing for you in
space? Was it loneliness or something
else?

Just being away from other people. | will
never take my family, friends, colleguesfor
granted again. None of us should...
More than once you faced the danger of
imminent death (e.g., during the fire on
Mir). In your book you mention how by
being exposed to such dangers you have
lear ned things about human nature that
you would otherwise never notice. How
do you look at this today? |s death the
end or the beginning?

In my case, when faced with death, | more
or less accepted it and said to myself: this
iswhat it is like for us al. At some point
we take our last breath, and move on to
another life. It was okay with me to leave
this world. The only regret that | had was
that |1 had not left behind enough for the
people | love, for example, | wished that |
had written down something to my son John
to let him know how much that | love him.
| suggest that everyone gets their house in
order along these lines: never be afraid to



let your loved ones know how much you
cherish them, care for them...

While you were in space you directed
much of your attention to the surface of
the Earth. What wereyour thoughtsand
feelings then? While looking at the part
of Europearound the Alpsand the Adri-
atic Sea, did your thoughtswander toyour
grandmother and grandfather?

Slovenia from space, as well as from the
ground,is one incredibly beautiful place.
The Adriatic is deep blue, the Alps were
covered in snow - what avery special place.
When flying over it | would often think to
myself: that iswere my roots are, my place
on earth... | aso thought: | hope the people
down there appreciate how good that they
have it. What a spot!
When asked by Oprah
Winfrey what was the great-
est event in your life, you re-
sponded that it wasthe birth
of your son. How do you look
at life, creation, love?

Nothing greater on earth or in
space than God'sgift to us- life. Cherishit.

It isniceeverywhere, but nowhereasnice
as at home - this is what you wrote to-
war d theend of your book. What doesan
astronaut do when he is again back on
the Planet? What isyour lifelike today?
Would you like to participate in another
space flight?

Some say that you must be bored now, but
really the oppositeistrue: | have learned to
better appreciate life on earth—simple
things like the fresh air, green grass, birds
singing. All of our blessings, and we often
just take them for granted.
At this point in my life - with four young
children - | decided that spaceflight isprob-
ably not the best thing to do. Maybe when |
am 77, as John Glenn waswhen hereturned
to space, | might reconsider!

From Dr. Edwrad Gobetz'sintroduction
toyour book welearn that you werevery
close to your grandmother Frances
Dobravec Pusavc. What drew you to her?
Do you think that you inherited or
lear ned some of your traitsfrom her?

My grandmother was one of the most re-
markable people | have ever met. She sails
for Americaas agirl, teaches herself Eng-
lish, and raises agreat family. Hey, shewas
an explorer, an adventurer herself. | am just
following in her footsteps!

You like Michigan. That'swhere Frederic
Baraga, who continuesto bewdl known in
Slovenia, was active as missionary and
bishop. Is this name known to you?
Yes, | have been to some of the sites that Fr.
Baragavisited. In fact, in northern Michigan,
| wasableto visit achurch erected by the (im-
migrant) Slovenian community long ago...

You have already visited Slovenia and we
hope you’ll come again, especially now
when we Slovenians are learning more
about you and increasingly admire you
thankstotheSovenian trandation of your
fascinating book. You conclude with the
observation that there are almost no lim-
its to what a person can accomplish. At
the time when thisinterview will be pub-
lished, our paper will alsointroducenewly
ordained Slovenian priests. What areyour
suggestions and wishes for these young
people and for young peoplein general?

Leave something behind for others. Make
your lifecount for something, and count your
blessings everyday. If you are having a bad
day and haveafrown
on your face—just
take a deep breath of
air, appreciate the
carefree existence
that we have on
earth, count your
blessings, and get a
smileonyour face. |

Very nice talking
with you, Msgr.
Hello to all of my [EEEEEEE
friendsin Slovenian.

L enarcic Gives Up 80-Day
Flight Around theWorld

Brnik, (STA) - Slovenian pilot, climber and
photographer Matevz Lenarcic - who em-
barked on a record-breaking, 80-day flight
around the world in an ultra light plane on
29 May - came back home today from his
unsuccessful attempt. He was doomed to fail
when the Ottawa authorities refused to issue
him a permission to cross the Atlantic, the
43-year-old adventurer told the STA.
Despiteall, Lenarcic said to be satisfied with
the flight as such, which was faster than he
had expected, themain problemshaving been
related to bureaucracy. | would havefinished
theflight sooner than 80 days, as| had made
as much as three-quarters of the course in
thirty days,” Lenarcic pointed out.

After waiting 40 daysin Belorussia's capital
Minsk for permission to cross Russia,
Lenarcic encountered similar difficulties in
Canada, where the Ottawa authorities, in
spite of the mediation of the Slovenian am-
bassador, revoked the permission to fly over
the Atlantic just before the flight was due.
Crossing the Atlantic with such alight plane
was not permitted, but Lenarcic believesthat
some other solution could have been possi-
ble which the “rigid Canadian bureaucracy
failed to find in so short atime”. So instead
of ending hisadventurein SloveniaviaGreat
Britain, Lenarcic left his less than 500kg
heavy plane in Montredl .

Evenif hehasnot succeeded inflying around
the world in 80 days, Lenarcic can be con-
soled by the fact that he is the first to have
crossed Russiain such alight plane. The pi-
lot pointed out that he intends to repeat his
attempt next year, but with a faster plane.
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Croatia-Slovenia: Border

With Slovenia Cannot be

Solved Mutually, Croatian
PM Says

Zagreb, (STA) - Croatian Prime Minister
Ivica Racan made it clear on that there is
no chance that Croatia would stick to the
initialled Croatian-Slovenian agreement on
the border between thetwo countries. “This
was an attempt without legal consequences’
and one which definitely failed, Racan said
in aletter he sent to Slovenian counterpart
Janez Drnovsek.

According to Racan, the “ unsuccessful” ini-
tialled agreement cannot be the basisfor the
resolution of the Slovenian-Croatian bor-
der. The Croatian prime minister stressed
that he can neither sign this agreement nor
send it to the Croatian parliament. He added
that he hopes Drnovsek would accept the
fact that the initialled agreement has no le-
gal consequences.

The border issue will reguire international
arbitration, which the Croatian prime min-
ister believesis the most sensible option, a
letter to his Slovenian counterpart says.
Racan also made it clear that he is ready to
discuss the issue of arbitration with
Drnovsek once he gets the necessary sup-
port from lawmakers.

As Racan told Croatian journalists, he be-
lieves that the two countries cannot solve
the problem alone. Furthermore, the issue
cannot be put off either, Racan pointed out
and thus rejected Slovenian proposals that
the agreement be frozen for the time being.
“The Croatian government is ready to be-
gin a new attempt to discuss the ways to
resolve the biggest open issues between the
two countries. This does not only include
the border, but the Krsko Nuclear Power
Plant and the debt of theformer Ljubljanska
banka to Croatian savers,” Racan said in
the letter.

“The wrangle and the forces of conflict are
intensifying on both sides of the border and
taking advantage of the open i ssues between
the two countries, making them bigger and
thus more difficult to resolve. We are faced
by the danger of the spread of these bilat-
eral problems and conflicts beyond reason,
even in those fields which were previously
considered to be problem-free,” Racan wrote
in the letter.

The top Croatian government official said
that he was convinced such conditions dam-
age the international position and image of
both countries.

Croatia and Slovenia initialled the border
agreement in mid-2001. Although it first
looked as if this was a major breakthrough
in relations between the two countries, the
agreement was never signed or ratified,
mainly due to widespread opposition in
Croatia
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Poletna Sola— Slovenian Summer School
Robert Rudolf

Thisyear | was lucky enough to go to Sloveniaand attend the 2002 Poletna Sola— Slovenian
Summer School. The University of Ljubljana conducts courses for students of Slovene as a
second language over summer for 2 or 4 weeks. | choseto do the 2 week course.

| left Sydney on the 28" of June and after along 26 hourstraveling | finally arrivedin Ljubljana.
| was very excited and also very tired. | dept through the whole of the next day, said aquick
hello to afew relatives and then it was off to the school.

Thefirst thing to do wasto get settled into my room at the dormitory, which | shared with aboy
from the Czech Republic. When the school started the next day, everyone did a short test to
determine how well we understood the Slovenelanguage. The school catered for dl levels, from
beginners who couldn’t speak or understand any Slovenian, to intermediate and right up to
advanced levels. | was placed in anintermediate class.

There were over 250 students from over 30

different countries who attended this year's [
summer school. There were quite a few school
groups from Argentina, Canada and the USA.
Therewereonly 2 Australiansthisyear: myself
from Wollongong and a girl from Melbourne.
Classes were conducted everyday from 9am to
12.30pm. There were 9 students in my class:
myself from Australia, 2 Canadians, 3 Americans,
an Austrian, Italian and Swede.

With both my parentsbeing Slovenian| learnt to |
speak Slovenian from avery young age. | have
never had any formal training in Slovene but |
thought that | had apretty good overall grasp of |
the language. How wrong | was. As soon aswe &%
started learning about slovnica, skloni, and [ B o
pridevniki | waslost. | learnt that being able to L
speak the language and being able to write in i v
Slovenearetwo very different things. It wasquite | g
ironic that we were learning from abook called |
‘S Slovenscino nimam tezav' because | was h ¥
actually finding it very difficult. However, §
everyonein the class was at the same level and
theteacher wasexcellent. Shewasthankfully very
understanding and patient with usall and also very helpful. After two weeks| certainly didn’t
know everything about the Slovenelanguage, but | did learn alot.

The school isn’t only about learning to read, write and speak Slovenian, it isalso designedto
teach usabout thistiny but beautiful country and itsamazing culture and history. Every afternoon
activitiesand excursionswere organized ranging from learning traditional Slovenian cooking,
songs, craftsand pottery, watching Slovenian films, and visiting the Museum of Modern History,
the Ljubljana OperaHouse, the Parliament of the Republic of Sloveniaand Ljubljanacastle.
We also went for aday trip to Primorska. When we arrived we visited olive plantations and
ToninaHouse, learning about thelife of theinhabitants of Istriain the past. Wethen visited the
Secovlje saltpans were an experienced saltmaker showed usthe traditional procedurefor salt
production. Thenit was off to the beautiful seasidetown of Piran, situated right onthe Adriatic
Coast. Here were had atour around this historic town, and bathed in the warm waters of the
Adriatic Sea.

The Slovenian Summer School was certainly an excellent and rewarding experience. Not only
did I learn alot about thelanguage, was ableto livefor afew weeksin thistruly beautiful and
amazing little country in the heart of Europe.

Finally I would liketo thank all the staff of the Slovenian Summer School 2002 for organizing
such asuccessful program and also The Ministry of Education, Science and Sportsand Ministry
of Foreign Affairsof the Republic of Sloveniafor granting me ascholarship thereby giving me
the opportunity to attend the schooal.

———
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Slovenia's Galileo M ost Profitable Mutual Fund
intheWorld

Ljubljana, (STA) - Sovenia'soldest and largest mutual fund Galileo hasmadeit to thetop of Wall Street
Journd Europe'slist of most yieldablemutua fundsintheworld for thethird timethisyear, Galileo manager
KD Group reported. Thisisthefifthtimeintheten-year history of Gaileothat thefund hasmadeit tothelist
of top performersmeasured by annual yield, and thethird timethisyear that it hastakenthetop spot. Galileo
wasrated in 1999 asthetop performing open-end fund in Central Europeby theWall Street Journal Europe,
whilelast year the paper rated it second on thelist of top performing open-end fundsintheworld. Operating
under thewingsof KD Investments, Gdileo holdsthelargest market sharein S oveniawith about 46 percent.
Together with the other two KD Investments mutual funds, KD Bond and Rastko, it holds some 63 percent
of themutual funds market in the country. Galileo has stakesin many Slovenian blue chips, including oil
company Petrol, pharmaceutical companiesLek and Krka, retailer Mercator, logisticscompany I ntereuropa,
food producersK olingkaand Droga, oil company | strabenz and tyremanufacturer Sava. The S ovenian bench-
mark SBI 20index hasgained over 50 percent thisyear.

Historic Swim of Mississippi
Closer Than Ever

New Orleans,(STA) - Slovenian marathon
swimmer Martin Strel can feel the historic feat
he is about to achieve. With arms feeling as
heavy as boulders after 62 days of swimming,
Strel remainsdefiant asever to becomethefirst
person to swim the length of the longest river
inthe U.S.. Hiscurrent position seeshim three

ish.

After swimming over 3,500 km on a river
which passes through ten U.S. states, Strel
expects to reach the Head of Passes on Sep-
tember 7. This is only days before the U.S.
celebratesthe first anniversary of the Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks, the victims of which
Strel is dedicating the swim to.

A strongly sunburnt face, leg and arm aches
are testaments to the gruelling challenge Strel
hastaken on. The47-year-old saysheno longer
feelstheeffects of digestion problemshe com-
plained of the last week. However, heisagain
not being helped by the river, the current of
which is slow and not assisting swimming.
Atthefinishline, Strel isexpected to begiven
a warm welcome as a specia event is to be
staged. Among those to attend the finish-line
ceremony are Slovenians living in the U.S,,
who were also present when Strel began his
swim on July 4 in Minnesota.

Strel has also received an invitation to appear
on the popular talk show of Jay Leno. He has
not yet indicated if heintendsto appear on the
show.

The father of two is no stranger to marathon
swimming, as he has managed to get hisname

into the Guinness Book of Records before. In
2000, he swam 3,004 km of the Danube river
in 58 days, while around ayear later, he man-
aged to break another marathon swimming
record when he swam a 504-km stretch of the
Danube non-stop in 84 hours and 10 minutes.
Strel, amusician by trade who turned to mara-
thon swimming in 1978, says he swimsin the
name of peace, friendship and clean waters.



