
Distinguished guests, my dear Slovenians, sorojaki, sorojakinje!
Today I am proud to announce the launch of our new project the website “rocna dela” and the Archive of Slovenian Emigrant Handicrafts.

We thought that the 11th Festival would be an appropriate occasion, when we aare gathered in great numbers, to launch and celebrate this important achievement of our Slovenian community

Spoštovani gostje, moji dragi Slovenci in Slovenke!

Danes, vam s ponosom predstavljam naš najnovejši projekt - spletno stran rocnadela.org in Arhiv slovenskih izseljenskih ročnih del.

Menili smo, da je 11. Slovenski Festival primerna priložnost, ko se zberemo v velikem številu, da proslavimo med drugim tudi ta pomemben uspeh naše slovenske skupnosti.

It is the protocol on these occasions that those who speak both English and Slovenian deliver their speech in both languages. I am afraid that my speech in this case would be too long, particularly since we want to view the web site - which by the way is bilingual and so understood by all. I will have to be short, but on the side-tables with the display of handicrafts you will find a flyer about the project in both languages.  Further information is of course available on the web site itself.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The web site www.rocnadela.org  is an online photographic exhibition of traditional handicrafts produced by Australian Slovenes of Victoria. It is also a permanent exhibition of the Slovenian Ethnographic Museum, the rocnadela ikon appearing on 
its web site.

The initial intention was a physical exhibition in Ljubljana. The exhibits were collected from the 20 handicrafts practitioners and partly sent, partly carried by myself to Slovenia. Then the exhibition was postponed till further notice.

In its place we developed a permanent online exhibition, which will provide a model and a basis for a handicrafts archive. It was designed, completed and presented for viewing to the staff by October 2006.  The brilliant concept was developed by the web designer Chiron Morpheus in Ljubljana, who is also the designer of the Thezaurus website.

******************************************************************* 

The thought of a handicraft exhibition first came to me, when I was viewing the magnificent  display of art and handicrafts at the Slovenian Association Melbourne in Eltham in 2005. I believed that the creativity and skills of Slovenian women and men should be celebrated in a major exhibition. At a meeting with senior curator Daša Koprivec in Ljubljana in February 2006, the idea was given new direction, as I found that Slovenia was interested in the handicrafts of Slovenian emigrants. In response to an invitation by the Institute for Slovenian Studies of Victoria Daša Koprivec came to Melbourne in May of the same year.

The project was then developed through discussions and meetings, with the cooperation of Slovenian organizations and collaboration of twenty handicrafts practitioners. Daša and I visited homes all over Melbourne and in Geelong, collected samples of work from 20 women and men, recorded biographical data and took about 400 photos of handicraft items. 

The online exhibition we are presenting today is the first stage of the planned Archive of Slovenian Emigrant Handicrafts around the world. There are 46 exhibits with detailed descriptions, 20 exhibitors with biographies and individual albums of photos taken during the visits. There is a further album of photos taken during the research period.
The handicrafts exhibition is exceptional for several reasons: 

-It is the first permanent online exhibition by the Slovenian Ethnographic Museum.

-It is also the first coproduction of this kind between Australia and Slovenia - between the Slovenian Ethnographic Museum, and the Institute for Slovenian Studies of Victoria.
A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT!!!

The research and the website were financed by the Office for Slovenes Abroad and the Ministry for Culture of the Republic Slovenia.

We warmly thank both for making the project possible.

The sponsor for the Australian Launch of the online exhibition is Victorian Multicultural Commission. 

We wish to thank the government of Victoria for its support, which ensures the continuity of ethnic cultures and so the richness and diversity of multicultural Victoria. 


